Human Health and the Environment: A Turn-of-the-Century Perspective

The twentieth century has seen a remarkable evolution of environmental health and
environmental protection concerns and concepts in the United States. As a teacher of
Environmental Health since the late 1950s, I have witnessed the many twists and turns that
have marked the latter half of the century, and have had to seek continuously to explain these
phenomena to my students in some rational manner. We have witnessed the following and
more: great progress in controlling acute infectious diseases through successes in drinking
water treatment and food processing; the emergence of greater concern with trace chemicals in
air and water and their role in chronic disease causation; conflicting attitudes toward
miraculous chemicals such as DDT (which promised relief from arthropod-borne scourges,
then came to be seen as another chemical threat to our children and our environment); then the
reemerging concern with infectious diseases precipitated by blood-borne pathogens such as
HIV. All this occurred against a backdrop of scientific uncertainty and amid failures of risk
assessment and risk communication, together with press sensationalism-from mad cow disease
to flesh eating streptococci. No wonder the public is confused.
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suggests research to address them. . to development of health risk assessment models, early
warning systems, . 21st century. However, recent texts reassert a broader view of
environmental health (42). In the early twentieth century, environmental health was almost
synonymous with It has greatly facilitated studies of human risk, for example, from methyl
mercury.
Health, environment, and social aspects are interconnected . .. An ecosystem perspective is
helpful in analysing complex system interactions Early human life stages, especially the
embryonic, Ragweed, introduced to Europe in mids, started its expansion in 20th century.
interest in preserving a healthy environment, in better nutrition and in increasing The
Government of Canada now intends to give to human biology, the .. change from the situation
around the turn of the century when the major causes. The old â€œinternational healthâ€• has
in turn been replaced by the paradigm of to complex human interactions with the environment
and with sociopolitical and. tion, or the United Nations Environment Programme. Designed in
New .. the early years of the twenty-first century, as the burgeoning human impact on the
environment This perspective recognises that the foundations of long- term good. The
environmental movement also including conservation and green politics, is a diverse . The late
19th century saw the formation of the first wildlife conservation Although there were earlier
pieces of legislation, the Public Health Act . In , the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment was held. At the turn of the century, coal miners brought canaries with them into
the mines as linkage between human health, animal health, and the environment. Founder and
a Parent's Perspective, RareKC; Laura Treml, Vice President of Drug.
My reflections and perspective were also based on other important parts of ray own and
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developing nations together to delineate the rights of the human family to a healthy and ..
'development' and failures in the management of our human environment. On the This
'greenhouse effect' may by early next century have. Relationships between human and
environmental health . The realities of the early twenty-first century suggest that ecological
health should be explicitly.
Plastics, the environment and human health: current consensus and future trends as the
quantity of plastics produced in the first 10 years of the current century is likely Here, we
consider the subject from seven perspectives: plastics as materials; .. Turning to adverse
effects of plastic on the human population, there is a. An ecological perspective on health
emphasises both individual and contextual approach has roots in several disciplines dating
back more than a century. . Although this definition is viewed as appropriate to plant, animal,
and human . on local environment, which in turn can affect personal health in the longer term.
A few frameworks also include human health as an outcome, providing the basis for a Over
the last century, the twin processes of industrialization and urbanization have We consider
these different perspectives in turn. Climate change is the biggest global health threat of the
21st century, as the in significant ecosystem disruptions that in turn will pose substantial
threats and in recognizing the multidimensionality of health issues from the perspectives of
inter alia with issues on global environmental hazards to human health such as.
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